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l.-DEFINITION
420.J Enurcsis may be defined as an absence of control over the act of
micturition. It is not quite the same as incontinence of urine, the latter
term being usually applied to a more or less continuous 'dribbling', nor
is it necessarily associated with frequency of micturition. Certain age
limits must be introduced to modify this definition in its strictest sense,
for control over the evacuation of the bladder is only gradually acquired,
perfection being reached at a somewhat variable age. As a working
rule it is doubtful if the term enuresis should be applied to the child
under three years and the condition rarely persists after puberty.
Enurcsis may be nocturnal, diurnal, or occur during both the day and
night: the first-named of these is the most common.
2.-CAUSATION
The exact aetiology of a given case of enuresis is often very difficult to
determine and, as will be pointed out, treatment is usually largely em-
pirical because of this difficulty. The age at which a child becomes 'clean'
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